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of the state; it reigns triumphant at Court; all
have become venal; and all distinction of rank is
broken up. Your ministers are without genius and
capacity since the dismissal of MM. d'Argenson
and de Machault. You alone cannot judge of
their incapacity, because they lay before you what
has been prepared by skilful clerks, but which they
pass as their own. They provide only for the
necessity of the day, but there is no spirit of
government in their acts. The military changes
that have taken place disgust the troops, and
cause the most deserving officers to resign; a sedi-
tious flame has sprung up in the very bosom of
the Parliaments; you seek to corrupt them, and
the remedy is worse than the disease. It Is in-
troducing vice into the sanctuary of justice, and
gangrene into the vital parts of the common-
wealth. Would a corrupted Parliament haveffects every department
